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Exploring our need for one another





Bodies Everywhere





Church





See Assembly or Congregation





Vine’s Expository Dictionary, Nelson Publishers; 1996





This booklet will present some Biblical passages that explain our vision for LIFE Groups. Basically, LIFE Groups are our small group ministry in the church.


It is not possible to fulfill all of the “one anothers” in Scripture. The church is to be about encouraging one another, praying for one another, holding one another accountable, sharing with one another, loving one another, teaching one another (and many, many more). When we gather in a large room (especially over two services), we may want to fulfill these privileges with each other, but it just isn’t possible. Therefore, these LIFE Groups exist to:


Pray for one another


Groups commit to pray for one another and follow up on prayer issues. It’s a joy to watch answered prayers and to hold one another up.


Study with one another


The groups gather together to study the same Scripture from the messages. Groups prepare and discuss the passage in advance, looking at application and holding one another accountable toward it.


Care for one another


Whether hospital visits, care meals, encouragement after having a baby, or help in time of need, LIFE Groups are in tune with one another’s needs and are able to respond immediately.


Enjoy one another


You’ll get to know people in your LIFE Group better than others. You’ll then be delighted to see the lives Christ has brought together around Him.








Why LIFE Groups?





Understanding a critical element of Grace





Adapted from “Grace Anatomy” Study,


 Fall 2005





Pursuing God’s Definition of “Church”


“Church” can be a tricky word to define. First, it has a universal application (all believers across the globe). Yet, we also see individual groupings of believers, often indicated by geography, regarded as independent churches. In the western world, the word “church” often refers to the building (How often has someone in the community asked you, “Are you guys the ones building the new church on 49?”). The word can be used to represent a body of believers in Jesus from the time of Pentecost up to the Rapture. So we see that the word “church” can mean many different things.


The Greek word for church is “ekklesia.” Its definition is simply “an assembly or group gathered together.” In fact, a Vine’s Dictionary simply instructs readers to: “see Assembly or Congregation.” Some people are surprised to find that Jesus said very little 


about the church, and the 


concept isn’t really expressed in 


the Old Testament.  





The Body


Probably the best word to 


describe the church is “body.” 


Paul especially was fond of referring to the church in this way. By using the illustration of the human body, Biblical authors were able to convey an example of what the church should look like. Check out the passages on the next page that use the body to illustrate the church.





Introduction





Church on Every Corner


Have you ever noticed how many


churches are in the county? It 


seems like you can’t go a mile or


two without seeing a church by 


the side of the road. Once you 


enter a town, churches are on 


every corner. Often we lament 


this fact. It is sad when we see 


churches form through a  split, 


or because fellow believers 


can’t get along. But at the same time, more churches in a town isn’t exactly a bad thing. No two churches should be alike. (Notice in Revelation 2 & 3, Jesus does not call the churches to become like each other.) Because churches have different persons in their body, each church should have different personalities, strengths and weaknesses. They should each be rooted in the same Word, but there should be individual characteristics as well.





What makes Grace so special?


This study is not so much about what the Bible says the church in general should look like (we’ve been covering much of that just by walking through the book of Acts), but more specifically it is about the values of Greenville Grace. What makes our body different than other gospel preaching, Bible obedient churches? In this study, we’ll break our unique focus into four different categories. This does not cover all that makes up Greenville Grace (the issue of elder leadership is not mentioned in this study, for instance). If you would like more information about our doctrine and structure, simply contact the church.














Life Groups, Life Groups, Life Groups…Yada,yada,yada





If you’ve been in our church for any amount of time, you’ve heard us “pound the drum” of Life Groups. It’s not because it’s a flashy trend, or the latest development. It’s because, as we look at these passages, it’s the only way we can figure out how to get members in the body experiencing community with one another. If you are in a LIFE Group, please allow this week’s study to remind you that it is not just a Bible Study, but an opportunity to experience the “one anothers” of the Bible. If you are not in a Life Group, all we can ask is that you please consider joining one (there’s room for you!). We don’t know how the church can adequately minister to you without it.





The Body


Explore what these passages suggest about the function of the church through the illustration of the ‘Body.”





Romans 12





I Corinthians 12-14





Ephesians 4





Genesis 2:15-25


It’s important to remember that when God says, “It is not good for man to be alone,” He is not discovering an attribute about His creation; rather, He is revealing or declaring a trait of the human race. We’re not to walk this earth alone. Read the passage and answer the following questions:


Why wouldn’t God make man perfectly capable of functioning on his own?


What solution does God provide for Adam’s immediate need?


How can others help me glorify God in ways I can’t alone?





John 17:13-26


It’s hard to imagine experiencing a closer relationship with God, and with others, than the disciples did by walking with Jesus for three years. Yet, just before Jesus’ betrayal, He knew that His believers would still experience community in His absence. Read the passage and notice the truths Jesus prays for the church:


Who are “those also who believe in Me through their word”?


What single trait does Jesus repeatedly pray for the body of believers?


What will the end result of this trait be?


It’s tough when the world doesn’t understand us. How does this passage approach that subject?


According to verse 17, what sets us apart (and thus unites us in mission)?








Acts 2:41-47


The church is born, and immediately starts to grow. Notice some of the characteristics of the first church:


How many people were added that first day? Was their growth just a one-time type of evangelism rally?


What things was the church experiencing together?


Did they simply do this in the temple? How could they possibly accomplish all that with 3,000+ people together?	





Galatians 6:1-10


Of course, life in the church isn’t all spiritual highs. There are also moments when we need support and encouragement from others. Paul addresses that in this passage:


What responsibility do I hold for the walk of fellow believers?


What should my attitude be when ministering to others?


What effects can my actions have on others?


Do I see this dynamic in my life today?





Ephesians 4:1-16


Our goal is not just growth in numbers (though that is the mission of the church), but also growth in our relationship to God and others. Consider how Paul addresses this growth:


What should the attitude of the believer be?


Why should believers act with unity?


Are we all called to function identically?


What will be the end result of our ministry together?








Romans 12:3-13 


In light of our calling to experience community together, we’ll be looking at Romans 12:3-13. Without giving too much away (we don’t want you to zone out during the sermon), take a look at the passage and answer the following questions:


Where do our gifts come from?


What is their purpose?


What actions should we exercise toward one another?


How do we devote ourselves to one another?


























Wrapping up the week:


The church is not where you go. It’s not the building that we meet in. The church is a group of believers committed to the Lord and to each other. The body needs you, and you need the body.
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